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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as. "The 
present invention provides," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 12 recites the limitation "the detectable indication" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3, 6, 9, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Biewen (2,187,676) in view of Sanders (5,123.130). 

The Biewen reference discloses a mat device for using with a toilet, comprising: 
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an absorbent matting 7 adapted for being placed in proximity to a base of the toilet. 

Although the Biewen reference does not disclose that the absorbent matting 7 
comprises positioning indicia providing guidance for positioning of a child relative to the 
toilet, using indicia for training children using a toilet is known in the art. Attention is also 
directed to the Sanders reference which teaches a mat 11 having indicia 13 (footprints) 
for providing directional guidance to a child. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to employ indicia on the Biewen mat in view of the teaching of the 
Sanders reference for providing directional guidance and training to a child for proper 
use of the toilet. 

Regarding claim 2, the absorbent matting comprises a cut-away region 8 along 
one side for abutting the toilet base 6. 

Regarding claim 3, the absorbent matting comprises a contact surface for 
securing the absorbent matting to a floor area located in proximity to the toilet base, and 
preventing the matting from slipping. 

Regarding claim 6, the positioning indicia would be footprint- shaped for 
encouraging the child to stand on during urination. 

Regarding claim 9, the cut-away region 8 is shaped to conform the periphery of a 
base 6 of the toilet 5 to which it abuts. 

Regarding claim 13, the absorbent matting comprises a shape complementary to 
an intended area of coverage. 
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7. Claims 4, 7, 10-12, 14, 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Biewen (2.187,676) in view of Sanders (5,123,130) and further in 
view of Ito et a! (5,939,088). 

Biewen in view of Sanders teaches a toilet training device as described above. 

Although Biewen does not disclose that the absorbent mat includes a wetness 
indicator for exhibiting a detectable indication in response to being contacted with 
moisture, attention is directed to the Ito et al reference which teaches a material 
(wetness indicator) capable of changing color in response to the moisture of urine in a 
toilet cover. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to employ a wetness indicating material on the Biewen mat in view 
of the teaching of the Ito et al reference for detecting urine and the conditions of a user. 

Regarding claims 14, 16-23, the method of training the a child would be 
inherently performed during the normal use of the modified mat of Biewen. 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Biewen 
(2,1 87.676) in view of Creamer (4, 1 25,656). 

Although the Biewen reference does not disclose an adhesive for adhering the 
periphery of the cut-away region to the toilet base for creating a seal therebetween, and 
preventing the matting from slipping, attention is directed to the Creamer reference 
which teaches a mat for a toilet comprising an adhesive tap 15 for securely attach the 
periphery of the collar of the mat to the toilet base. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an adhesive tape on the collar of the Biewen mat in view 
of the teaching of the Creamer reference for securely attaching the mat to the base of 
the toilet and further enhancing the sealing effect. 

9. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Biewen 
(2.187,676) in view of Creamer (4,125,656), 

Although the Biewen reference shows the mat 7 having one layer, attention is 
directed to the Creamer reference which teaches a mat having a plurality of layers: an 
absorbent layer and a waterproof backing layer for preventing water from passing 
through the pad onto the floor beneath. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to provide an backing layer on the Biewen mat in view of the 
teaching of the Creamer reference for preventing water from passing through the pad 
onto the floor beneath. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claim 15 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jenkins and Creamer teach an absorbent mat. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huyen Le whose telephone number is 571-272-4890. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on 571-272-4835. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Huyen Le 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 
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